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Local Studies Tutorial Sheet 6 
Ancestry Library 

 
Ancestry.com provides the most genealogical information available on-line, with more than 4 billion 
names in over 4,000 collections including Census records, Birth, Marriage and Death records, 
Military Service records, Immigration and Naturalisation records, Court Land Probate records and 
Historical Newspapers. 
 
Getting to Ancestry: 
 
Please note that Ancestry.com can only be accessed from inside a Logan Library from any catalogue 
PC – it cannot be accessed from home or work. 
 
From the Logan Libraries home page (www.logan.qld.gov.au/library) choose: 
Research It! � Database Resources � Family History � Ancestry.com (Library Edition) 
 
Searching Ancestry (Basic Search): 
 
• Enter the details of the person you are looking for in the appropriate boxes and press the “Search” 

button. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Your list of results should be ordered by the percentage it matches your search criteria. To get a 
preview of the record move your mouse over the title of the record. Or click on the title to access 
the record. 

 

 
 

Ancestry will automatically 
search for variations in the 
spellings of the names you 
enter eg. Smith, Smithy, 
Smyth - unless you restrict 
your search by ticking the 
“Exact matches only” box. 
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• When printing from Ancestry ALWAYS use the “print friendly” option or the Ancestry printer 
icon to ensure the printout will be readable. 

 

 OR  
 
 
Searching Ancestry (Advanced Search): 
 
• To search with more options, choose the Advanced Search link 
 
• Similarly to the basic search fill in the details for the person you 

are searching for. 
 
• You can choose to limit all results to “Exact matches only”, or pick and choose which details 

should be an exact match (eg. Exact match the country but not the year of birth) 
 

 
 
 
Searching Ancestry (Browsing Records): 
 
A different way to limit your search is to browse for specific records from the location the person you 
are searching for was. Eg. Working on the Isle of Man in 1840’s so you want to search the census 
records for that time and location. 
 

• Click on the “Search” tab at the top of the page 
 

• Scroll down the page to the Browse by location and select the country and the area you wish 
to browse 

 



Doc # 6129937 

 
 
 

• The database of all the records for that area will be listed and you need only click on the title 
of the records you wish to search 

 

 
 

• Fill in the search criteria for your person and hit “Search” 
 

 
 

For more helpful tips in search Ancestry you can click on either the “Search tips” or the “Need help 
searching?” links located on various screens. 
 

  OR      


